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NEXT MEETING: April 1st at the Buggy Whip at 2737 Fulton Ave, 
Sacramento, CA 95821 - (916) 486-1416. The no host bar starts at 6:00 PM 
and the meeting starts at 7:00 PM. 

Information about the CSBA, each of its chapters, upcoming events, a 
message board and much more are available at the organizations web site, 
http://www.striper-csba.com/. 

April�s Speaker 

TBD 

Upcoming Events 
April 1st: Sacramento Chapter Meeting. 

April 9th: Isleton Chapter Meeting. Lighthouse Clubhouse .151 Brannan 
Island Rd. Isleton, CA 95641. Happy Hour: 5:30 - 6:30, Donations 
accepted. Dinner: 6:30, $15.00 per person. Meeting and Panel Discussion 
TROLLING FOR SPRING STRIPED BASS -with Delta Pro’s- Mark 
Wilson, Clyde Wands, Barry Canevaro & Diana Canevaro at 7:00 pm 

April 11th-13th: Modesto Chapter Derby. 

April 12th: Sacramento Chapter Derby 

April 16th: State Board Meeting. 7:00 PM at Perko�s CafØ Hyw 99 & 120. 

April 19th: CIFFI Lake Collins Trout Fun Fishing Derby. For Information or 
to sign up call 530.626-8833. 

May 6th: Sacramento Chapter Meeting. 

April 16th: State Board Meeting. 7:00 PM at Perko�s CafØ Hyw 99 & 120. 

May 21st: CIFFI Lake Pardee Kokanee and Trout Fun Fishing Derby. For 
Information or to sign up call 209.304-2849. 

June 3rd: Sacramento Chapter Meeting. 

June 14th: CIFFI Lake Berryessa Kokanee and Trout Tournament. For 
Information or to sign up call 209.304-2849. 

June 18th: State Board Meeting. 7:00 PM at Perko�s CafØ Hyw 99 & 120. 

July 1st: Sacramento Chapter Meeting. 

July 12th: CIFFI New Melones Open Team Kokanee Tournament. For 
Information or to sign up call 916.456-1331. 

July 16th: State Board Meeting. 7:00 PM at Perko�s CafØ Hyw 99 & 120. 

August 5th: Sacramento Chapter Meeting. 

August 20th: State Board Meeting. 7:00 PM at Perko�s CafØ Hyw 99 & 120. 

September 2nd: Sacramento Chapter Meeting. 

September 17th: State Board Meeting. 7:00 PM at Perko�s CafØ Hyw 99 & 
120. 

October 7th: Sacramento Chapter Meeting. 

October 15th: State Board Meeting. 7:00 PM at Perko�s CafØ Hyw 99 & 120. 

November 4th: Sacramento Chapter Meeting. 

November 19th: State Board Meeting. 7:00 PM at Perko�s CafØ Hyw 99 & 
120. 

December2nd: Sacramento Chapter Meeting.  

December 17th: State Board Meeting. 7:00 PM at Perko�s CafØ Hyw 99 & 
120. 

Chapter Minutes for April 

CALIFORNIA STRIPED BASS ASSOCIATION 

Sacramento Chapter 

Minutes 03-04-2008 

President George McKinnon opened the meeting at 7:05 p.m. 

We had new member Al Kroeger present at the meeting.  Welcome aboard, 
Al!  There were a total of 27 people at the meeting, including 3 guests. 

Pres. George noted the minutes in the March 2008 newsletter.  A motion was 
made, seconded, and passed to accept the minutes. 

Pres. George called on Treasurer Bud Hensley for the Treasurer’s report.  Bud 
gave an oral report; afterwards a motion was made, seconded, and passed to 
accept the report. 

Pres. George then brought up old business:   

a discussion of the monthly raffle prizes.  Gary Kawano explained how he 
came up with the number of prizes given out each meeting and that he would 
do whatever the Chapter wanted.  There were no motions made to make 
changes, so Gary will continue the raffle as he has been doing until instructed 
otherwise. 

Sac Chapter Striper Derby-April 12th Brannan Island SRA:  A motion was 
made to change the winning fish to the longest length, actual fish or digital 
photo required as proof of length.  The motion was seconded, discussion 
followed.  A vote was held and the motion failed.  The derby will go on as 
originally planned with a target length drawn to determine the winners. 

State Board meeting discussion:  Mike McKenzie addressed the board about 
the lawsuit against the DFG by the Coalition for a Sustainable Delta.  Mr. 
McKenzie stressed the need for the CSBA to be a part of the lawsuit, joining 
with the DFG as an intervener.  The Board discussed the request by Mr. 
McKenzie and decided the State Board could not act until the chapter 
representatives had a chance to discuss the issue with their respective 
chapters.  Jim Cox, president of the West Delta Chapter, asked Mr. McKenzie 
if he would address the West Delta Chapter Board of Directors at their 
meeting on 2/21.   

It was brought up at our meeting that the West Delta BOD voted to donate 
$1000.00 to get the ball rolling on filing the paperwork to list the CSBA as an 
intervener.  The Sacramento Chapter voted in favor of the State Board joining 
in on this lawsuit as an intervener with the DFG. 

Kids Catch A Smile-Gary Voet:  Gary Kawano is taking names of people that 
want to volunteer and also is accepting any donations. 

Pres. George asked for fishing reports.   

Pres. George adjourned the meeting and then we raffled. 

Respectfully submitted, 

John Gallant, 

Secretary, 2008 

PFMC Reacts to Salmon Collapse  
with Emergency Closure 

The federal Pacific Fishery Management Council (PFMC) has invoked an 
emergency closure of the sport and commercial salmon season previously 
planned last year that traditionally opens in April. Ocean waters off California 
and Oregon have been closed to protect fall-run chinook salmon runs that 
originate in the Central Valley tributaries to the Bay-Delta estuary. 

This closure was issued following the review of potential salmon fishing 
seasons during the PFMC�s meeting in Sacramento last week. It doesn�t auger 
well for the fishing seasons that are traditionally put into place by the PFMC 
process now underway.  
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Closure of the entire ocean 2008 season appears certain with the possible 
exception on waters in the Klamath Management Zone due to estimates that 
placed the 2007 returning fall-run salmon at 88,000 down from 800,000 adults 
that returned in 2002. This poor return failed to meet the escapement goal (or 
the minimum number of adult spawning fish necessary to sustain the fishery) 
set by the PFMC.  

Based on the latest modeling, only 59,000 salmon are expected to return to 
Central Valley rivers if no fishing is allowed. This would be less than half of 
the spawning escapement floor of 122,000 to 180,000 fish set for decades by 
the PFMC. 

�Considering the record low numbers of Central Vall ey stocks we are 
expecting to see this year, we decided it would be wise to prevent any impacts 
upon Sacramento salmon that would take place in the early season,� said Eric 
Chavez, with the National Marine Fisheries Service. �This way the fish would 
be preserved for any potential fishing opportunity later in the season.� 

While we hold out some hope for an in-river fishery this summer and fall, 
given the low abundance projections by fishery managers, things look grim 
for most of salmon anglers of the Golden State. According to Peter Dygert, 
fisheries biologist for the National Marine Fisheries, 

�Our forecast indicates that we won�t meet the esca pement floor even with all 
fishing for Sacramento River salmon stocks closed. If any fishing is allowed, 
the federal government would have to grant an emergency rule.� 

Fishing and Environmental Groups  
Propose Salmon Solutions 

Below you will find two items: (1) a press release regarding the March 14th 
Press Conference held by fishery and environmental groups in Sacramento 
last Friday focused on the unparalleled decline of our Central Valley fall-run 
Chinook salmon and the grim ramifications that are taking place due to the 
poor salmon abundance in the ocean expected to return to the Central Valley 
rivers this fall. And, (2) an article from the U.S. News and World Report of 
March 19th. 

Fishing, Tribal and Environmental Groups Propose 
Solutions to the Salmon Crisis 

A panel of representatives from fishing, tribal and environmental groups will 
hold a news conference at 10 a.m. in Sacramento on Friday, March 14, to 
discuss proposed solutions to the current crisis in California Delta fisheries 
and the unprecedented collapse of the Central Valley Chinook salmon runs.  

The event will take place during the Pacific Fisheries Management Council 
(PFMC) meeting at the Del Paso Room in the Double Tree Hotel, 2001 Point 
West Way, in Sacramento, (916) 929-8855. A telepress news conference will 
held simultaneously; the reporter call in number is 877-551-8082.  

The group is proposing immediate, practical and necessary measures that will 
begin to rebuild the stocks of salmon. They believe these solutions could help 
prevent future fishery disasters for California.  

State and federal fishery managers have already closed early commercial and 
recreational salmon seasons that begin May 1. The PFMC is expected to craft 
three options for salmon season, including a proposal for a complete closure 
of salmon fishing south of Cape Falcon, Oregon, on Friday.  

Bill Jennings, executive director of the California Sportfishing Protection 
Alliance, Zeke Grader, executive director of the Pacific Coast Federation of 
Fishermen’s Associations (PCFFA), Caleen Sisk-Franco, spiritual leader of 
the Winnemem Wintu Tribe, and Dick Pool, owner of Pro-Troll Fishing 
Products, will speak at the event.  

"We’re facing a total salmon closure for first time since commercial salmon 
fishing began on the San Francisco Bay and Delta in 1848," said Zeke Grader, 
Executive Director of the Pacific Coast Federation of Fishermen’s 
Associations. "There are many factors that went into our salmon decline, but 
none as significant as the loss of freshwater flows to the Delta and San 
Francisco Bay which are essential for maintaining the biological function of 
this estuary and sustaining native salmon and other fish populations."  

"Our task now will be keeping our commercial and recreational salmon 
fishermen and business solvent while we focus on fixing the Bay and Delta, 
restoring flows and with them the fish," continued Grader.  

"The regulators here - the Pacific Fishery Management Council - are not to 
blame for this fiasco, they were simply the messengers," stated Grader. "The 
fault rather lies with the failure to regulate the diverters and protect the flows 
needed to maintain the greatest estuary on the west coast of North and South 
America and the great salmon runs that inhabited and migrated through it."  

Dick Pool, president of Pro-Troll Fishing Products and a three-term Director 
of the American Sportfishing Association, pointed out the economic 
devastation caused by the salmon collapse and urged the federal and state 
governments to take both immediate and long term actions to restore the once 
robust Sacramento River fall Chinook salmon run.  

�The sportfishing industry is reeling from the unpa rallel destruction of one of 
the premiere fisheries in the country,� said Pool. �In a few short years the 
Central Valley Chinook salmon fishery has gone from a projected 1.6 million 
catchable salmon in the ocean to a 2008 catch allocation under 35,000. The 
cause has nothing to do with fishing. Water policies dictated by Corporate 
Agriculture interests supported by the state and federal water agencies have 
destroyed the migration and spawning habitat needed by these fish.�  

The economic contribution of sportfishing to California is very large, since 
there are 2.4 million sport fishermen in the state, according to Pool. The 
activity generates $2.4 billion in retail sales with an economic impact of $4.9 
billion. It also generates $1.3 billion in wages and salaries and supports 
43,000 jobs in the state.  

All of these are threatened if the fishery declines are not reversed. Tackle 
retailers are already dropping like flies, guides and charter operators have no 
business and hundreds of small fishing communities are seeing big declines at 
restaurants, lodges and marine services. Boat sales are dropping precipitously. 
Fishermen are mad as hell.  

�I urge every fisherman and those who care about na tural resources, to log 
onto Water4Fish.org and join the grassroots political effort to demand a turn 
around,� said Pool. �Our leaders have let us down t erribly and we have every 
right to demand changes. The campaign recently passed 50,000 participants, 
but we need thousands more before we can get the changes we need.� 

Gary Reedy, representing the South Yuba River Citizens League, said while 
some fishery managers have only pointed to poor ocean conditions as 
responsible for the dramatic decline in 2007, �we k now that many factors 
above sea-level have been negatively affecting salmon populations and some 
of these have not yet improved. Now is the time to aggressively protect and 
restore salmon and their habitat.�  

�In the Yuba watershed we can increase both the num ber and the fitness of 
juvenile salmon that migrate to the Feather and Sacramento River. Providing 
access to habitats blocked by dams, enhancing river flows through 
hydroproject relicensing, and restoration of floodplains and riparian habitat 
will make a substantial difference in restoring our salmon runs, he stated.  

David Nesmith, Environmental Water Caucus facilitator, will be the 
moderator for the news conference. 

"Fish need water,� Nesmith said. �We must leave mor e clean, cool water in 
the Delta and our rivers so salmon can live."  

Salmon Stocks Plummet, Leaving An Industry In Crisis 
And A Rash Of Unanswered Questions 

By Justin Ewers Posted February 14, 2008 

SAN FRANCISCO � Anglers off the California coast be gan noticing it a few 
winters ago. The number of Chinook salmon, a hardy breed that supports 
much of the fishing economy from here to Oregon, was mysteriously 
declining. After a decade of steady catches, fishing boats found themselves 
with empty hooks. "Everybody was just scratching their heads going, ’What 
happened to the fish?’ " says Zeke Grader, executive director of the Pacific 
Coast Federation of Fishermen’s Associations. 

Now, what was bad has gotten worse. Last month, the Pacific Fishery 
Management Council announced that the fall salmon run in the Sacramento 
River, where most of the Chinook off California go to spawn, had experienced 
an "unprecedented collapse." Only about 90,000 adult salmon were counted 
this fall; five years ago, almost 800,000 salmon returned to the river. 
Ominously, the number of immature males that are used to predict the rate of 
return next year also plummeted, from 40,000 in a typical year to 2,000. 
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The fishing industry is bracing for more hard times. "The Sacramento River 
fish are our bread and butter," says Dave Bitts, a fisherman in Eureka, Calif. 
Agency officials will meet in March to assess options for the fishing season, 
which begins in May. Strict regulations on the salmon catch are likely. Says 
Bitts: "That will have the effect of closing the fishery in California 
completely." 

Hostile habitat. Which leaves fishermen and scientists asking: Where did all 
the fish go? Experts cite two likely causes: several years of abnormal ocean 
conditions, some of which may be related to global warming, and an increase 
in water pumped from the salmon’s habitat to Southern California. In a 
remarkable journey, Sacramento salmon swim to the ocean through a delta 
filled with predators, dams, and pumping stations and then, after several years, 
return to the river to spawn. Both environments are becoming increasingly 
hostile. In the past five years, the amount of water pumped from the 
Sacramento Delta has increased by 20 percent. It’s no coincidence that salmon 
numbers have fallen in the same period, says Tina Swanson, senior scientist at 
the Bay Institute, an environmental group. "There is clearly something really, 
really wrong with the watershed." 

Salmon’s salvation has been the open ocean, where they feast on crustaceans 
and smaller fish. But the ocean hasn’t been welcoming lately, either, and 
marine life � including birds has suffered up and d own the Pacific coast. 
"Ocean conditions have been really squirrelly," says Bruce MacFarlane, a 
fishery biologist at the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. A 
seasonal upwelling, which brings cold, nutrient - rich water and food from the 
bottom of the ocean to the surface, has become less predictable. Water 
temperatures have climbed. And in some areas, the current has shifted from 
the north where it brings food from Canada and Alaska to the south. 

Scientists aren’t sure what’s causing the changes, but some of them, they say, 
may be due to global warming. Indeed, many wonder if the salmon collapse 
could be a preview of a warmer and harder to forecast future. "The climate is 
changing, and the past isn’t going to be a great guide," says Nate Mantua, a 
research professor at the University of Washington’s school for aquatic and 
fishery science. "You can’t be sure what will happen next." 

What to do? "The ocean’s going to do what the ocean’s going to do," says 
William Sydeman, a marine ecologist at the Farallon Institute for Advanced 
Ecosystem Research. And while reforming water policy might be an obvious 
starting point, there are daunting obstacles. One reason for increased water 
exports, after all, was to meet growing demand. In the short term, "the only 
knob we have to turn," says Swanson, "is cutting back and saying you can’t 
fish." And hoping the fish will show up again next year. 

New Report Shows Economic Value Of Recreational 
Fishing In California 

Anglers In California Spend Over $2 Billion Annually On Fishing-
Related Expenses; Report Covers N. Cal, S. Cal, Central Valley And 

Delta Region 

Findings indicate that healthy aquatic ecosystems are important to the 
economic strength of communities, particularly those relying on recreational 
activities and tourism 

San Francisco, CA - A report released today describes the economic impact of 
recreational fishing in California, detailing specific examples throughout the 
state. The report finds that anglers in California generate billions of dollars in 
direct and indirect revenue in the state, which supplies an important economic 
boost, particularly for rural communities. The report also recommends that a 
high priority be given to habitat protection and maintenance, which would 
increase present and future economic benefits to the state’s economy.  

The report was conducted by Carolyn Alkire of Environmental Economics 
and Policy Consulting and was released by the advocacy group California 
Trout to develop a deeper understanding of the factors that determine fishing’s 
economic effects, expanding the study of this important relationship for the 
benefit of decision-makers and policy-makers in the state.  

"We knew that fishing was important to California’s economy, but now we 
know just how important," said Brian Stranko, CEO of California Trout. "The 
findings of this report make it abundantly clear that people all over the state 
depend on the financial infusion caused by recreational fishing, and that this 
beneficial effect could be increased even further by better protecting and 
maintaining the streams and surrounding habitats that make fishing possible. 
Also, by encouraging young people to get involved in fishing, the people of 

California can maximize the long-term value of this healthy, sustainable 
activity." 

Research for the report identified recent studies of inland fisheries and direct 
trip-related expenditures-fishing gear, bait, boats, parking fees, license fees, 
food, lodging, gas, etc.-and their local economic impacts. It was found that 
direct spending by anglers in the state on fishing-related items and activities 
come to well over $2 billion each year.  

The report notes that tourism is one of California’s largest and fastest-growing 
industries, and that it helps diversify and stabilize rural economies. Efforts are 
growing nationwide to promote recreational fishing and other types of tourism 
in the name of economic development, and California is especially well-
positioned to take advantage of this growing source of revenue. After its 
beaches, California’s rivers draw more users than any other location, with 
fishing the most popular of all river recreational uses. 

Regional analysis makes up a major component of the report, and specific 
findings for each region are described and put into the larger context of the 
state’s recreational economy. The regions were divided into Northern, Central, 
and Southern, and the revenues are detailed for fishing activity in each of 
these. Additionally, the potential for additional value to be generated by 
habitat restoration is described, for example: 

• If salmon populations were increased in the Klamath River, each 
additional fish caught by anglers would be worth $200 to the 
economy. Approximately every 1,000 fish caught recreationally 
generates four jobs in the area.  

• In the Ventura River, the population of steelhead has been reduced 
to fewer than 200 from an historical run of at least 4,000 adult fish 
per year. One study showed that a single steelhead may be worth 
$75 to $300 in increased sport fishing revenues. Increasing the 
sport catch in the Ventura River by 2,000 adult fish could generate 
as much as $600,000 per year for local businesses.  

• In the Central Valley, potential economic benefits of increased 
recreational catch of Chinook and Coho salmon and steelhead were 
estimated to generate an average expenditure per fish of $140.  

• Fish populations in the Eel River have declined substantially over 
the last 100 years as Potter Valley Project dams have blocked 
salmon and steelhead habitat on the river. The Department of Fish 
and Game estimates that 75 miles of spawning habitat in the Upper 
Eel River and its tributaries is blocked by Scott Dam alone, 
resulting in the loss of 3,000 steelhead trout and 2,500 Chinook 
salmon.  

• In a study estimating the impact of salmon from Clear Creek 
caught recreationally along the Sacramento River and in the ocean, 
it was found that recreational fishing results in $17.3 million total 
spending, and a total economic impact of $32 million, based on 
both direct and indirect spending.  

• At the Sacramento River National Wildlife Refuge in north central 
California, over $2 million is generated in recreational 
expenditures, which in turn leads to over $350,000 of local tax 
revenues. 

The report recommends that increased state funding be targeted to activities 
that sustain and restore fisheries and habitats for their ecological values and 
benefits to people. It states that restoration of compromised fisheries would 
result in improved economic opportunities from fishing and other water-based 
recreation, as well as other benefits such as ecosystem health and biodiversity.  

About California Trout: Founded in 1971, California Trout was the first 
statewide conservation group to focus on securing protections for California’s 
unparalleled wild and native trout diversity. Working with local communities, 
business, partners and government agencies, California Trout employs 
conservation science, education, and advocacy to craft effective solutions for 
California’s water resources and fisheries. Among its many current initiatives, 
California Trout is now leading the effort to save the official state fish, which 
is the California golden trout.  
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Help John Go Bald! 

I'm raising money for children’s cancer research. I would appreciate it if you 
could help. 

I don't know if this would be appropriate to include in the CSBA newsletter or 
not. If you think it's OK, would you include the link? 

Thanks, 
John 

The link:  
http://www.stbaldricks.org/participants/shavee_info.html?ParticipantKey=200
8-39083 

 

 

Fishing Reports 

 

Sturgeon fishing and more sturgeon fishing has 
been the order of the day for me, Bob, Tom, 
David and Charlie. The weather has been 
beautiful and the tides have been good but alas 
only one undersized (about 40 inches) sturgeon 
to the boat. 

 On the next trip I plan to mix in some trolling 
for stripers as the water is starting to clear up 
on the incoming and is getting warmer.  

The picture is of Tom fishing off the bow while 
taking a smoke break. 

Fishing Buddies 

 

Name Phone Available Boat 

Barry Schultz (707) 693-1182 Call Yes 

Bob Rosalli (916) 988-2620 Anytime Yes 

Brad Bowen (209) 367-1714 Anytime No 

Charlie Crowder (916) 399-5800 Call No 

Chester Howard (916) 967-6289 Call Yes 

Dexter Bradford (916) 722-3310 Anytime Yes 

Jack Chapman (916) 863-6285 Anytime Yes 

Julian Etheridge (916) 601-9210 Mondays 
Call 

No 

Major (916) 966-2615 Tuesday 
Thursday 
Weekends 

No 

Peter Daru (916) 641-2084 Call Yes 

Your Name Here 

Recommended Links 

Coastside http://www.coastsidefishingclub.com/ 
CSBA http://www.striper-csba.com/ 
Delta Chambers http://www.californiadelta.org/fishreports.htm 
DFG Home Page http://www.dfg.ca.gov/dfghome.html 
DFG Regulations Map http://www.dfg.ca.gov/mrd/fishing_map.html 
DFG Striped Bass Site http://www.delta.dfg.ca.gov/stripedbass/default.asp 
Fish Delta http://fishdelta.com/index.html 
Fishin’ Report http://www.fishinreport.com/ 
Kids Catch a Smile http://kidscatchasmileday.com/ 
NOAA Weather http://www.wrh.noaa.gov/Monterey/ 
Tide Predictor http://tbone.biol.sc.edu/tide/sitesel.html 

Chapter Meeting Nights and Location 

Chapter When Where 
Colusa    
Fresno  2nd Wednesday  Carrows Restaurant, 1484 Shaw, 

Fresno, CA  93710 
Isleton  2nd Wednesday  Lighthouse Marina, 151 Brannon 

Island Rd., Isleton CA 
Modesto  1st Wednesday  Eagles Hall, 126 Camellia Way, 

Modesto, CA 
Sacramento  1st Tuesday,  Buggy Whip Restaurant, 2737 

Fulton Ave, Sacramento, CA 
95821 

Stockton  1st Thursday  Eagles Hall, 1492 Bourbon 
Street, Stockton, CA 

West Delta  2nd Thursday  Driftwood Yacht Club, Antioch 
under bridge 

 

Three-fourths of the Earth's surface is water. Only one-fourth is land. It is 
quite clear that the good Lord intended us to spend triple the amount of time 
fishing as taking care of the lawn." 


